Cost Share % Calculation

Total Current 

Cost Share% Provided = 

Cash versus In-Kind Cost Share 

CASH or Cash Equivalent Cost Share 

The definition of cash cost share is outlays of funds to support the total project through acquiring material, buying equipment, paying labor (including fringe benefits and direct overhead associated with that labor), and other cash outlays required to perform the statement of work. Labor costs and expenses associated with allowable labor cost categories that are not directly billed to the program funds may also be used as cost share. 

IN-KIND Cost Share

In-kind cost share is defined as the reasonable value of equipment, materials or other property used in the performance of the statement of work. In-kind contributions are sometimes hard to value (such as space, use of equipment, and intellectual property). The in-kind value of equipment (including software) cannot exceed its fair market value and must be prorated according to the share of its total use dedicated to carrying out the project. The in-kind value of space (including land or buildings) cannot exceed its fair rental value and must be prorated according to the share of its total use dedicated to carrying out the project. 

A general test for determining whether a cost qualifies and the amount to be considered for an in-kind transaction follows: 

Is the resource under the control of or used by a Program Participant in conducting project research? If so, does it actually help with the project; is it germane to the overall statement of work?

Does the contribution represent a real loss of opportunity cost to the Program Participant, either now or in the future?

What is the fair market value of the resource?
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